
June 2, 2008 

Brother Blazers, 
 
I wrote last fall about the changes that were 
just beginning to take place within the organi-
zation, and I am proud to say that we were 
able to accomplish 
all the goals we 
set this year.  This 
spring we stan-
dardized the uni-
form, which will 
help future Blaz-
ers look more 
professional at 
hosting events.  
Next we revised 
the by-laws and 
created a new 
exec position, Vice 
Chair of Johnston 
High School, to help reaffirm our commitment 
to the school. This spring we also held a formal 
with the OJs, and there are already plans to 

make it an annual event.  Finally, this spring 
we finished off the endowment, completing a 
goal Andrew Limmer and I set almost two 
years ago. 
 
As we finish the school year, I am excited 
about the opportunities the organization has 
next year, as the new exec board already 
has plans for everything from promotional 
recruitment videos to creating an alumni asso-
ciation.   While I relinquish my position as 
chairman with a touch of melancholy, I know 
that I leave it in the very capable hands of 
your next chairman, Cody Cheek. 
 
YBB 
David Yount 
2007-2008 Texas Blazers Chairman 

From the Chairman 
David Yount 

has been achieved.  The Blaz-
ers are looking forward to 
increasing the fund and meet-
ing the first scholarship recipi-

ent in the Fall of 2009. 

On May 12th the Blazers 
members submitted the final 
amount necessary to complete 
the Texas Blazers Endowment 
fund.  The endowment will 

provide a $1000 scholarship 
for a graduate of Johnston 
High School each year for-
ward.  òThis was a very spe-
cial occasion,ó remarked 
Chairman David Yount, 
òbecause what started as an 
ambitious goal is now a real-

ity.ó   

In November of 2006 the 
organization began looking 
for ways to provide a perma-
nent connection between 
Johnston High School, Texas 
Blazers, and the University of 

Texas.  With much support 
from David Onion in the De-
partment of Development and 
Celina Estrada at Johnston 
High School, the desired effect 

Texas Blazers Complete the Endowment Fund 
By Andrew Limmer 

Texas Blazers  

Alumni Newsletter  
June 2008 

The final check funding the Endowment is presented to David Onion of the 

Department of Development.  Individuals present included (from left to right) 

Andrea De Waal, Andrew Limmer, Cody Cheek, David Yount, Richard  

Reddick, Celina Estrada, and David Onion 
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Frisbee Fling 2008 Breaks Fundraising Records 

By Ryan Kistenmacher 

v=nJyqj5C-PvU.)  Blazers 
even provided a òpublic prac-
tice courseó on the West Mall 
in which students could try 
their luck at tossing a Frisbee 
into a basket to win a free t-
shirt and a discounted entry 
fee.  These efforts were very 
successful, and 66 teams (264 
people) played in the tourna-

ment this year. 

Winners this year were in for 
a treat ð prizes ranged from 
$25 gift certificates to area 
restaurants to a free round-
trip American Airlines ticket!  
(The winner reports she will 
likely visit Jamaica.)  We dis-
tributed 17 prizes in catego-
ries such as òClosest to the 
Pin,ó òLongest Drive,ó and 

Frisbee Fling 2008, our eighth 
annual disc-golf tournament 
that utilizes the entire campus 
as a course, was a huge suc-
cess.  Not only did we raise 
$4,744 for the Johnston High 
School scholarship endow-
ment, but we involved over 
30 Blazers in planning and 

executing the event.  Begin-
ning in February, members 
began to contact businesses, 
and we eventually collected 
donations from 34 donors to 
underwrite the cost of the 
event.  Blazers alumni donors 
included Adam Blum, Carl 
Kah, Patrick Lane, Rajesh 

Nerlikar, and Matt Shaw. 

In March, committee mem-
bers began 16 different 
publicity campaigns to raise 
awareness about Frisbee 
Fling and recruit teams of 
four to participate.  This in-
cluded a YouTube video to 
explain the event (visit You-
Tube.com and search for 
Frisbee Fling, or visit http://
www.youtube.com/watch?

competitive and recreational 

winning teams. 

Frisbee Fling 2009 will be 
headed up by Kyle Oholendt, 
a biomedical engineering 
sophomore and the new Blaz-

ers secretary. 

John Deleon and students from the 

XY Zone at Johnston High School 

pose after completing the course  

First Blazers/Orange Jackets Semi-formal a Big Success 

By Andrew Schwaitzberg 

This event set the tone for 
the busiest weekend of the 
year. Preceding the alumni 
dinner and Frisbee Fling, the 
semi-formal was an early 
reward for a very produc-
tive year for the organiza-
tion. While next yearõs event 
may not coincide with Fris-
bee Fling, early plans are 
being made to make the 
2009 Blazers-Orange Jack-

ets semi-formal even better. 

On April 4, Blazers held its 
first annual semi-formal in 
conjunction with our sister 
organization, the Orange 
Jackets. The event was a 
great success as nearly 120 
Blazers, Orange Jackets, 
and their dates enthusiasti-
cally partook in the event. 
Members met at the docks 
and sailed off on a riverboat 
across Lake Austin while en-
joying music, dancing, and 

fajitas catered by 

Hula Hut. 

The semi-formal 
was a great 
chance for the 
Blazers to interact 
with each other 
and the Orange 
Jackets in a less 
formal environment 
than the primary 
hosting and commu-

nity service oppor-
tunities. The 2008-

2009 Chairman Cody Cheek 
showed his leadership abili-
ties on the dance floor in a 
rousing rendition of Michael 
Jacksonõs òThrilleró, while 
other members merely en-
joyed the clear night out on 
the lake. Additionally, gath-
ering over 75% of the Blaz-
ers and Orange Jackets at 
one time will further 
strengthen the relationship 

between the organizations. 

Frisbee Fling 2008  

Donation Recap 

 

Total Donations = $4,744 

Jake Hughes enjoys the scenery 

with his date Amanda Peters. 

The boat offered plenty of indoor and  

outdoor social areas and great views of Lake 

Austin during the formal 

Camille Wagner plays the 6th hole 

on the East Mall 

Special thanks to our alumni 

who donated a record 

$1,150 for this years event.  

The alumni donors this year 

were Patrick Lane, Matt 

Shaw, Carl Kah, Adam Blum 

and Rajesh Nerlikar.  With-

out these generous donors our 

endowment could not have 

been completed. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nJyqj5C-PvU
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nJyqj5C-PvU
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nJyqj5C-PvU
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Blazers Participate in an Exciting Semester of Politics 
By Stephen Gilstrap 

Blazers Make Further Strides at Johnston High School 
By Keaton Shuttlesworth 

In spring 2008, Blazers logged 
nearly 500 hours at Johnston 
High School.  Members contin-
ued to volunteer in various 
roles throughout the school. The 
courtyard underwent another 
renovation, with improvements 
made to decrease the amount 
of future maintenance re-
quired.  Mulch was placed in 
all of the beds and weed con-
trol measures were taken to 
keep them looking clean.  The 
area is  now a beautiful place 

the school has began using for 
student functions. 

Other initiatives began in the 
fall, including making a com-
mitment to a particular ave-
nue of service, continued to 
enhance member participa-
tion, retention, and account-
ability, while improving the 
quality of the services we 
provide.  One of the biggest 
steps forward for Blazers this 
year came in our tutoring 
efforts. By having Blazers 
pair up and then set and 
abide by a regular tutoring 

schedule at the semesterõs 
onset, we were able to reach 
out to many more classrooms 
and teachers, while also in-
creasing teacher satisfaction 
with our tutors. Similar steps 
will likely be taken next year 
to give greater structure and 
accountability to our mentor-
ing program. 
 
Dr. Rich Reddick, professor of 
Education at UT - Austin and 
a founding member of Blaz-
ers, paid tribute to the or-

As we all know, Texas was a 
key state this primary sea-
son.  Democratic candidates 
Hillary Clinton and Barack 
Obama both came to campus 
to take part in the CNN de-
bate, and Former President 
Bill Clinton held a rally that 
attracted several thousand 
students on the Main Mall.  At 
both events, the Texas Blazers 

were there.   

The Blazers were not only 
asked to host the CNN De-
bate, but Blazers was one of 
only a few student organiza-
tions to receive a small allot-
ment of tickets from the Of-

fice of the Dean of Students.   

Shortly following the debate, 
the Blazers also had the 
honor of hosting a visit by 

former President Bill Clinton.  
They assisted the university in 
managing the approximately 
5,000 guests at the event. 
This was an exciting semester 
at UT, and Blazers were for-
tunate enough to have the 
opportunity to help host both 
of these events and be the 
face of our University to 

these distinguished guests.    

Blazers members were fortunate to meet former President Clinton after he 

gave his speech on the Main Mall.  From right to left:  Andrew Limmer, Bill 

Bacon, Ammar Rahim, Benji Orlansky, President Clinton, Joel Stanley, AJ 

Mayers, Brandon Fried, and Stephen Gilstrap. 

Throughout their 14 years on 
campus, the Blazers have 
been constantly increasing 
their pres-
ence and 
involvement 
at Johnston.  
This year the 
issue of cre-
ating an offi-
cer position 
to take re-

sponsibility for the work at 
Johnston was discussed.  The 
proposal passed a vote and 
created the Vice-Chair of 
Johnston High School position.  
To compensate, the position of 
Campus Service was elimi-
nated and duties will be as-
sumed by the Chairman.  The 
new position will allow further 
involvement at the school and 
lessen the burden on the Vice-
Chair of Community Service.  
Marcus Womack is the first 

Blazer elected to this position. 

ganization in his address at the 

Plan II Commencement cere-
mony. In his speech, he praised 
the organizationõs efforts to 
enhance and promote the edu-
cational opportunities of stu-
dents historically excluded 
from higher education. 

UT President Bill Powers (left) 

poses with the candidates 

The interior courtyard was once 

again renovated as an ongoing  

beautification effort 

Blazer Ali Bandeali tutors a Johnston 

High School student 

New Chair Created 

for Johnston High 

School 

Marcus Womack 
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Uniform Changes 

By Brandon Fried 

The Texas Blazers marked a 
significant investment in their 
future as an organization this 
spring in adopting a standard-
ized uniform for all members.    
In addition to the existing tra-
dition of matching burnt or-
ange ties, longhorn pins and 
nametags, all Blazers will now 
wear a matching navy blazer 
and slacks.  The blazers will 

feature an embroidered patch 
with the Texas Blazers torch 

logo.   

The change was adopted to 
ensure the organization main-
tains the level of professional-
ism and esteem it presently 
holds on campus.  Known by 
many as òthe guys in the or-
ange tiesó, the Blazers saw this 
as an opportunity to strengthen 
our presence on campus as 

well as the brotherhood within 
our organization.  While 
many other organizations on 
campus have standards of 
dress that date back several 
decades, the Blazers have 
had little to unify them on this 

level until now. 

After graduation, Blazers will 
leave the university with a 

jacket that bears proof of 
their service to the campus 
and local communities and 
remind them for years to 
come of their time in the or-
ganization.  The new uniforms 
were debuted at this springõs 
Faculty Appreciation Break-
fast before many members of 
the university staff and ad-

ministration.       

Blazers Host First Blood Drive With  

Texas Spirits 

By Jake Hughes 

The Texas Blazers have 
done it again; they man-
aged to make service fun 
when they paired with the 
lovely Texas Spirits in creat-
ing the Spirits/Blazers Blood 
Drive. This blood drive was 
headed by a committee of 
10 ladies and gents who 

were passionate about as-
sisting the Red Cross in their 
blood collecting venture. 
After a month of prepara-
tion and a week of publiciz-
ing the event, the Spirits/
Blazers Blood Drive was 
under way. While the Red 
Cross teams attended the 
donors, the Spirits and Blaz-
ers worked the crowd to find 
eligible donation candidates. 
The blood drive continued 
throughout the week of April 

14 and all in all produced 
300 units of blood that will 
save many lives. The Spirits 
and Blazers were happy to 
assist the Red Cross and look 
forward to having the event 

again next year.  

Annual Faculty Appreciation Breakfast  

By Sid Singh 

As per tradition, the Texas Blaz-
ers held the semi-annual Faculty 
Appreciation Breakfast (FAB) on 
the last day of the Spring se-
mester.  We honored 14 pro-
fessors and 3 staff members.  
Inviting staff to FAB must be a 
surprise for some of our alumni, 
but we actually started recog-
nizing staff members last year.  
Inviting staff to FAB allowed us 

to recognize their outstanding 

contribution to the University.   

Some of the professors that we 
invited this semester were Lewis 
Spellman, Christopher Meakin 

and Kristie Loeshcer.   

The three staff members were 
Lee Bash, Kathy Fries and Bar-
bara Allen.  These individuals 
were recognized as providing 
the support necessary to main-
taining a young organization 

such as the Blazers. 

Grant Rauscher with his faculty  

nominee Dr. Kristie Loeshcer  

Cody Cheek with staff nominees 

(from left to right) Lee Bash, Kathy 

Fries, and Barbara Allen 

Blazers members (from left) Brandon Fried, Bill Bacon, Justin Iglehart, and 

Mykel Estes model the new uniforms.  In addition to the orange ties already 

part of the uniform, a standard blue blazer and khaki slacks were imple-

mented to provide a more professional look.  In the future, a monogram will 

be added to the blazer. 
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Out with the old...  

...and in with the new 

Where are the graduates going? 
 

Bill Bacon 

Department of Planning and Development (Houston, TX) 

Ryan Kistenmacher 

Accenture (Chicago, IL) 

Corey Palasota 

Stadium Capital Management (Bend, OR) 

Michael Rigdon 

University of Texas Law School (Austin, TX) 

Tarak Makecha 

Infantry Officer in the United States Army (Worldwide) 

Stephen Gilstrap 

Law School (Location TBD) 

Edmund Lee 

BP America (Houston, TX) 

Ty Wood 

High school Latin teacher (Location TBD) 

Riyaz Bora 

IBM (Houston, TX) 

Andrew Schwaitzberg 

McKinsey & Co. (Washington, D.C.) 

Andrew Limmer 

ExxonMobil (Houston, TX) 

Chris Armstrong 

Deloitte Consulting (Austin, TX) 

Joel Stanley 

Deloitte Consulting (Dallas, TX) 

Keaton Shuttlesworth 

AmeriCorps (Washington, D.C.) 

Spring 2008 New Blazers: (from left to right) Brandon Fried, Timi Adeyemi, 

Joe Grasso, Kevin Vermillion, David Kanewske, Kyle Oholendt, Mykel Estes, 

Amyn Jivani, Grant Rauscher, Ammar Rahim, Brett Reisman. 

New Exec 08-09: (front row) David Yount-Alumni Chair, AJ Mayers-Public Rela-

tions, Cody Cheek-Chairman, Sid Singh-Treasurer (back row) Kyle Oholendt-

Secretary, Benji Orlansky-Traditions, Reese Mathieu-Membership, Jake Hughes-

Community Service, (not pictured) Marcus Womack-Johnston High School 

Graduating Blazers: (front row) Bill Bacon, Ryan Kistenmacher, Corey Palasota (middle 

row) Michael Rigdon, Tarak Makecha, Stephen Gilstrap, Edmund Lee, Ty Wood (back row) 

Riyaz Bora, Andrew Schwaitzberg, Andrew Limmer, Chris Armstrong, Joel Stanley 
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Blazer Awards and Honors 

The three Blazers members graduating from the Plan II 

Honors program this year all had their Senior Theses 

labeled as a òModel Thesisó by the Plan II program.  

Pictured above are the Blazers graduates (from left to 

right) Andrew Limmer, Stephen Gilstrap, and Keaton 

Shuttlesworth with Blazers alumnus and Plan II Com-

mencement speaker Richard Reddick.  Reddick was a 

founding member of Blazers and graduated from the 

Plan II program.   

Edmund Lee 

Finance Fellowship Award  
Stephen Gilstrap 

Dean's Distinguished Graduate  

Dean's Dozen Award  
R.C. Doenges Award  

Plan II Model Thesis 

Unrestricted Endowed  Presidential Scholarship 

Tarak Makecha 

Dean's Distinguished Graduate  

Rohan Reddy 

Outstanding Student Volunteer Award  

Keaton Shuttlesworth 

Plan II Model Thesis 

William H. Cunningham Scholarship 

Phi Beta Kappa  

Mortar Board   
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Blazer Awards and Honors 

John Kidenda 

George Mitchell Award  

Scott Fulford 

Unrestricted Endowed Presidential Scholarship 

Liberal Arts Merit Scholarship 

Phi Beta Kappa  

Elected President of Senate of College Councils 

Sreetham Das 

Cactus Goodfellow Award  

McCombs Endowed Presidential Scholarship  

Adam Scott 

ConocoPhillips Spirit Scholar  

Engineering Endowed Presidential Scholarship  

Bill Bacon 

Dean's Distinguished Graduate 

Texas Exes President's Leadership Award  

Cactus Outstanding Student Award   




